
Business Briefing: SF program assists leather, kink entrepreneurs :: Bay Area Reporter 

f (https://www.facebook.com/BayAreaReporter/) "JI (https://www.twitter.com/ebarnews/) (https://www.ebar.com/rss.php) 
em (https://www.youtube.com/c/BayAreaReporterSF) 

PORTER 
Serving the San Francisco Bay Area LGBTQ community since 1971 

(https://www.ebar.com/index.php) 

Home (https://www.ebar.com) / News (https://www.ebar.com/channel.php?ch = news) / Business (https://www.ebar.com/channel.php?ch = news&sc= business) 

Business Briefing: SF program assists leather, kink entrepreneurs 
by Matthew S. Bajko. Assistant Editor Wednesday January 10, 2024 

Licensed marriage and family therapist David Khalili sits in his office at Rouse Relational Wellness in San Francisco's LGBTQ Castro neighborhood. Photo: Rick Gerharter 
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Licensed marriage and family therapist David Khalili opened his Rouse Relational Wellness 
in San Francisco's LGBTQ Castro district three years ago and now employs seven 
practitioners. The name is a play on the word arousal, as the practice focuses on sex 
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"It did take me six months to figure out how to do this. Then all of a sudden I learned about 
this entrepreneur program and it gave me so many of the tools I needed. I am forever 
thankful," said Flirtasia. 

Tang encourages anyone with the idea for a leather and kink business, or owners of 
established ventures who want to grow their business, to apply for the entrepreneur 
program's next class set to begin in July. The deadline to do so will likely be in late spring. 

"There is a lot of people in the Bay Area in the leather community who want to start a 
business and there is a lot of interest in the program," said Tang. "I think there is a lot of 
need for support to help them start a business. It would be really nice to run at least two 
cohorts a year." 

Khalili told the B.A.R. being in his cohort made him feel less alone as a solo business owner. 

"It helps you save time and energy by not reinventing the wheel. And you meet really 
wonderful people to share your experience with and give them support and receive support 
from them," he noted. "Eddie does a great job laying it out in a structured way. I went back to 
my notes two days ago from the program while filling something out for a grant." 

With large corporations going after a slice of the sex industry market, such as Sephora and 
Target selling sex toys, said Khalili, there is no reason why smaller entrepreneurs can't have 
successful businesses focused on the local community. 

"The fact that those products are on their shelves means smaller businesses can absolutely 
do that and there is a big need for it," he said. "Why not do it for smaller businesses that 
really connect with the community rather than these larger businesses?" 

Information about the application process for the next cohort will be posted to the leather 
district's webpage for the entrepreneur training program here. 

Got a tip on LGBTQ business news? Call Matthew S. Bajko at (415) 829-8836 or email 
m.bajko@ebar.com
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